
 

Year 3 English Progression Document 

Every year group will start the Autumn term completing the Grammarsaurus: The Place Value of Punctuation and Grammar unit. This will then be revisited and recapped throughout the rest 

of the year to supplement the grammar teaching in our writing journeys. The overview for this unit can be found here: PVPG - Year 3 and 4 Overview.pdf 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme From Rock to Heavy 
Metal 

 
 

Earth Shattering 
Disasters 

 
 
 

  

Ancient Egyptians 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Rampaging Romans 
 

 
 

Who lives in 
Antarctica?  

 

Rainforests 
 

Text Drivers Stone Age Boy 
 

Flood The Plot on the Pyramid 
 

The boy who stole the Pharaohs 
lunch (Craneswater) 

Escape from Pompeii  
 

Boudica's Army – I was there 

Ice Trap! 

 
Greta and the 
Giants 
 
 

There’s a rang-
tan in my 
bedroom. 
 

Link Texts Exploring life in the stone age 
Curriculum Visions Explorers 

Dr Brian Knapp 
 

The Great Cave – Terry Deary 
 

The stone age and bronze – 
Discover through craft – Jen 

Green 

Newspaper extracts and web 
pages about different Floods – 
Floods in Venice, Pakistan etc 

 
Bear Grylls Adventures – The 

Volcano challenge 
 

The Earthquake challenge  
 

Earth Shattering Events 

Ancient Egyptians – Explorers 
Project History Egyptians 

 

Gladiator Clash – Terry Deary  
 

Romans – Fiona Macdonald 
 

Exploring Ancient Rome – Dr 
Brian Knapp 

 
 

Empire’s End – A Roman Story 

Earnest Shackelton – Little 
people, big dreams 

 

The Vanishing rainforest 
 
Small Worlds: Earth 

Mini / Short 
Writing 

Outcome(s) 
and purpose 

Short diary extract focused 
on the hunting scene in The 
Stone Age Boy.  

Letter from a 

different 

perspective in 

the book. 

Short excerpts 
from the story 
that they won’t 
be including in 
their final write.  

Retell a scene 
from The Plot 
on the 
Pyramid 
which has 
been 
unpicked in 
DR. 

 Narrative 
linked to 
surviving a 
Tsunami and a 
volcanic 
eruption 

Opening of 
Boudicca’s 
speech 

Narrative - 
Ernest 
Shackleton 
mission to 
reach 
Antartica 

Diary entry of 
your life  

Narrative based 
in a rainforest 
before any 
destruction 
 

Deforestation.  
 

Longer / Main  
Writing 

Outcome(s) 
and purpose 

Recount of The Stone Age 
Boy from the perspective of 
the main character.  

Recount: 

Letter written 

from the 

perspective of 

Setting 
description 
(describing 
escaping the 
volcano) 

Narrative: 
Portal story 
that ends in a 
pyram 
id. 

Instructions:  
 
Mummificatio
n  

Narrative:  
Retelling 

Tranio & Livia 

escaping the 

Persuasive 
speech:  

Narrative: 
Direct speech: 
A problem/ 
discussion 

Recount: 

Diary entry 

linked to 

Shackleton  

Narrative: 
Retell and 
tweak 'There’s 
a Rang-Tan in 
my bedroom’. 

Non-
chronological 
report about 
the 
Rainforests? 

https://copnorprimarycouk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EnglishSubjectLeadership/EUnR9Ih_vNBBiJiDwE03sy4BFZlU8HFBuv03zSmGRnlxbQ?e=Py0GEt


a flood victim 

from the 

book. 

Poetry: 
Christmas 

eruption of 

Mount 

Vesusius. 

between two 
characters)  

Audience Primary school children 
learning about the Stone 
Age. 

To a friend. Share with 

partner year 

group. 

Story time 
with their 
family/loved 
ones so they 
can share 
their stories. 

 Year 3 

children - 

Create a 

class book 

to go in the 

library 

Share on the 
website for 
families/loved 
ones to see. 

Share with 
other 
explorers. 

For other 
children 
who want to 
learn about 
Shackleton.  

To be read 
aloud to their 
new Year 4 
teachers.  

The 
Government 

Prior 
learning 

from 
previous 

year/s 

Use past and present 
tense throughout writing.  
 
Use progressive verbs 
forms. 
 
Use conjunctions for 
coordination and 
subordination.  
 
Use noun phrases. 
 
  

Use past 
and present 
tense 
throughout 
writing.  
 
Use 
progressive 
verbs forms. 
 
Use 
conjunctions 
for 
coordination 
and 
subordinatio
n.  
 
Use noun 
phrases. 

Apostrophes 
can be used 
for 
possession. 
 
Sentences 
demarcated 
with full-
stops, capital 
letters and 
finger spaces. 
 
Use of 
conjunctions 
to join ideas 
and enable 
subordination
.  
 
Exclamation 
marks to 
indicate 
emotions.  
 
Adjectives, 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 
aid 
description. 
 

Apostrophes 
can be used 
for 
possession. 
 
Sentences 
demarcated 
with full-
stops, 
capital 
letters and 
finger 
spaces. 
 
Use of 
conjunctions 
to join ideas 
and enable 
subordinatio
n.  
 
Exclamation 
marks to 
indicate 
emotions.  
 
Adjectives, 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 

Use 
command 
sentences 
starting with 
an 
imperative 
verb. 
 
Commas in a 
list. 

Apostrophes 
can be used 
for 
possession. 
 
Sentences 
demarcated 
with full-
stops, 
capital 
letters and 
finger 
spaces. 
 
Use of 
conjunctions 
to join ideas 
and enable 
subordinatio
n.  
 
Exclamation 
marks to 
indicate 
emotions.  
 
Adjectives, 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 

Use present 
and past 
tense 
throughout 
writing.  
 
Questions 
 
Use 
conjunctions 
to aid 
explanation.  
 
Use 
adjectives 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 
create 
description. 

Apostrophes 
can be used 
for 
possession. 
 
Sentences 
demarcated 
with full-
stops, 
capital 
letters and 
finger 
spaces. 
 
Use of 
conjunctions 
to join ideas 
and enable 
subordinatio
n.  
 
Exclamation 
marks to 
indicate 
emotions.  
 
Adjectives, 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 

Use past and 
present 
tense 
throughout 
writing.  
 
Use 
progressive 
verbs forms. 
 
Use 
conjunctions 
for 
coordination 
and 
subordinatio
n.  
 
Use noun 
phrases.  

Apostrophes 
can be used 
for 
possession. 
 
Sentences 
demarcated 
with full-
stops, capital 
letters and 
finger spaces. 
 
Use of 
conjunctions 
to join ideas 
and enable 
subordination
.  
 
Exclamation 
marks to 
indicate 
emotions.  
 
Adjectives, 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 
aid 
description. 
 

Written in 
present 
tense. 
 
Rhetorical 
questions. 
 
Effective use 
of noun 
phrases. 
 



Noun phrases 
to create 
effective 
description. 
 
Verbs chosen 

for effect. 

aid 
description. 
 
Noun 
phrases to 
create 
effective 
description. 
 
Verbs 
chosen for 
effect. 

aid 
description. 
 
Noun 
phrases to 
create 
effective 
description. 
 
Verbs 
chosen for 
effect. 

aid 
description. 
 
Noun 
phrases to 
create 
effective 
description. 
 
Verbs 
chosen for 
effect. 

Noun phrases 
to create 
effective 
description. 
 
Verbs chosen 
for effect. 

Grammatic
al Features  

Noun phrases can be used 
to create effective 
descriptions, e.g. the 
deep, dark woods. 
 
Express time and place 
using prepositions.  
 
Use co-ordinating 
conjunctions to aid 
explanation.  
 
 

 
 

 

Express 
time, place 
and cause 
using 
conjunction, 
adverbs and 
prepositions
.  
 
 

Paragraphs 
are useful for 
organising the 
narrative into 
logical 
sections, e.g. 
paragraphs 
about the 
setting or 
characters, or 
paragraphs to 
denote the 
passage of 
time.  
 
Adverbs e.g. 
first, then, 
after that, 
finally… are 
useful for 
denoting 
shifts in time 
and for 
structuring 
the narrative. 
 
Present 
perfect form 

Paragraphs 
are useful 
for 
organising 
the 
narrative 
into logical 
sections, 
e.g. 
paragraphs 
about the 
setting or 
characters, 
or 
paragraphs 
to denote 
the passage 
of time.  
 
Adverbs e.g. 
first, then, 
after that, 
finally… are 
useful for 
denoting 
shifts in time 
and for 
structuring 

Command 

sentences 

starting with 

an 

imperative 

verb. 

 

Commas in a 

list can be 

used to 

separate 

required 

materials. 

 

Conjunction, 

adverbs and 

prepositions 

can be used 

to order and 

explain the 

procedure, 

e.g. when 

this has 

been 

Using 
prepositions 
e.g. before, 
after, 
during, 
after, 
before, in, 
because of… 
enables the 
passage of 
time to be 
shown in the 
narrative 
and the 
narrative to 
be moved 
on. 
 
Noun 
phrases can 
be used to 
create 
effective 
descriptions, 
e.g. the 
deep, dark 
woods. 
 

Rhetorical 
questions 
 
Persuasive 
and emotive 
language 
 
Present 
perfect tense 
 
 
Noun phrases 
can be used 
to create 
effective 
descriptions, 
e.g. the deep, 
dark woods. 
 

Cohesion 
can be 
created, and 
repetition 
avoided 
through the 
use of nouns 
and 
pronouns 
e.g. Sammy 
and John… 
they… the 
boys… 
 
Using 
prepositions 
e.g. before, 
after, 
during, 
after, 
before, in, 
because of… 
enables the 
passage of 
time to be 
shown in the 
narrative 
and the 

Express 
time, place 
and cause 
using 
conjunctions 
(e.g. so, 
because), 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
 
Use 
progressive 
verb forms. 

Present 
perfect form 
of verbs can 
be used 
within 
dialogue or a 
character’s 
thoughts, e.g. 
What has 
happened to 
us? What 
have you 
done? They 
have 
forgotten 
me… 
 
Inverted 
commas can 
be used to 
punctuate 
direct speech 
this allows 
characters to 
interact and 
the story to 
be developed. 
 

Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions. 
 
Use present 
perfect form 
of verbs. 
 
Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions. 
 
Headings and 
subheadings 
used to aid 
presentation.  
 
Use 
conjunctions 
e.g. because 
to aid 
explanation 



of verbs can 
be used 
within 
dialogue or a 
character’s 
thoughts, e.g. 
What has 
happened to 
us? What 
have you 
done? They 
have 
forgotten 
me… 
 
 

the 
narrative. 
 
Present 
perfect form 
of verbs can 
be used 
within 
dialogue or 
a character’s 
thoughts, 
e.g. What 
has 
happened to 
us? What 
have you 
done? They 
have 
forgotten 
me… 
 
Inverted 
commas can 
be used to 
punctuate 
direct 
speech this 
allows 
characters 
to interact 
and the 
story to be 
developed. 
 
Verbs and 
adverbs 
should be 
chosen for 
effect e.g. 
shouted/mu

done...next 

add... 

 

Headings 

and 

subheadings 

to aid 

presentation

. 

 
 

Verbs and 
adverbs 
should be 
chosen for 
effect e.g. 
shouted/mu
ttered 
instead of 
said; 
angrily/quiet
ly etc. to 
show rather 
than tell 
how 
characters 
feel and 
behave. 
 
 

narrative to 
be moved 
on. 
 
Inverted 
commas can 
be used to 
punctuate 
direct 
speech this 
allows 
characters 
to interact 
and the 
story to be 
developed.  
 
Noun 
phrases can 
be used to 
create 
effective 
descriptions, 
e.g. the 
deep, dark 
woods. 
 
 
 
 

The use of 
conjunctions 
e.g. when, 
before, after, 
while, so, 
because…ena
bles causation 
to be 
included in 
the narrative. 
 
Verbs and 
adverbs 
should be 
chosen for 
effect e.g. 
shouted/mutt
ered instead 
of said; 
angrily/quietl
y etc. to show 
rather than 
tell how 
characters 
feel and 
behave. 
 

 
Use 
adjectives 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 
create 
description 
 
 
 
 



ttered 
instead of 
said; 
angrily/quiet
ly etc. to 
show rather 
than tell 
how 
characters 
feel and 
behave 



Spelling 
(Spelling 

Shed) 
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