
Year 4 English Progression Document 

Every year group will start the Autumn term completing the Grammarsaurus: The Place Value of Punctuation and Grammar unit. This will then be revisited and recapped throughout the rest 

of the year to supplement the grammar teaching in our writing journeys. The overview for this unit can be found here: PVPG - Year 3 and 4 Overview.pdf  

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme Epic Electricity 

 

Anglo Saxons 

 
 

Mystical Mayans 
 
 

Raging Rivers 

 

Looking Back 

 

Food Glorious Food 

 

Text Drivers The Iron Man Beowulf The Chocolate Tree 

 
The River Singers Hetty Feather Where does my food come 

from? 

Link Texts Leanora Bolt  
 

Anglo Saxon Boy 
 

What it was like to be an 
Ancient Maya – David Long 

 Max Axiom Inside the Villains 

Mini / Short 
Writing 

Outcome(s) 
and purpose 

Recount:  
Diary Entry from the 
perspective of a citizen the 
day the Space Bat Angel 
Dragon arrived. 

Setting 
description 
focused on 
the Monster’s 
lair 

Paragraph 
about Anglo-
Saxon life 
linked to the 
history 
learning.  

Short 
story/paragra
ph about 
Night Jaguar 
stalking the 
night 

Introduction 
to 
instructions 
comical vs 
serious 
Formal vs 
informal 

Letter to 
companies 
causing the 
pollution 

Setting 
Description of 
the river 

Opening 
paragraph to 
introduce the 
discussion 

Dairy of the 
life of the 
food before 
being eaten  

Narrative – 
Inspired by 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

Non-chron on 
Fairtrade  

Longer / Main 
Writing 

Outcome(s) 
and purpose 

Recount: 

Hogarth’s diary entry of his 

experience with the Iron 

Man.  

Narrative: 

Beowulf 

fights the 

beast 
 

Report: Non-

chronological 

report about 

the Anglo-

Saxons 

Narrative: 
The banishing 

of Kukulkan 

Instructions: 

How to be a 

Mayan.  

Persuasive: 
Letter to local 

MP to 

prevent river 

pollution 

Narrative: 

Retelling of 

The River 

Singers 

Discussion: 
Would you 

rather be a 

Victorian 

child or a 

modern-day 

child? 

Recount: 

diary entry 

about a piece 

of food being 

digested 

Explanation: 
The journey 
of ‘a piece of 
food of their 
choice’. 

Recount: 

about the trip 
Poetry: 
Food inspired 
poetry 

Audience Hogarth – the character in 
The Iron Man 

Year 4 library 
– create a 
book that can 
be read by 
other 

Share with 
the Year 3s 
who will learn 
about Anglo-
Saxons the 

The authors 
(Linda Lowery 
and Richard 
Keep) 

History Lead 
& Year 5&6 
who are 
completing 

Local 
MP/councilor 

Year 5 Share with 
the rest of 
the year 
group in a 

Year 6 – as a 
recap of 
learning from 
their time in 
Year 4 

To share with parents in an 
end of year showcase (could 
share writing and other 
learning outcomes from the 
wider curriculum).  

https://copnorprimarycouk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/EnglishSubjectLeadership/EUnR9Ih_vNBBiJiDwE03sy4BFZlU8HFBuv03zSmGRnlxbQ?e=Py0GEt


members of 
the year 
group 

following 
year. 

units on the 
Mayans 

shared 
discussion. 

Learning from 
previous 

year/s 

Express time, place and 
cause using conjunctions 
adverbs and prepositions 
 
Inverted commas can be 
used to punctuate direct 
speech 

Paragraphs 
 
Adverbs to 
shift time 
 
Prepositions 
to shift time 
 
Conjunctions 
to enable 
causation 
 
Present 
perfect used 
within 
dialogue 
 
Inverted 
commas for 
speech 
 
Noun phrases 
 
Verbs/adverb
s chosen for 
effect 
 
Cohesion 
created 
through 
nouns and 
pronouns 
 

Use 
conjunctions 
to aid 
explanation 
 
Use 
adjectives 
including 
comparative 
adjectives to 
create 
description  
 
Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions 
(e.g. so, 
because), 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
Headings and 
subheadings 
used to aid 
presentation 
 

Paragraphs 
 
Adverbs to 
shift time 
 
Prepositions 
to shift time 
 
Conjunctions 
to enable 
causation 
 
Present 
perfect used 
within 
dialogue 
 
Inverted 
commas for 
speech 
 
Noun phrases 
 
Verbs/adverb
s chosen for 
effect 
 
Cohesion 
created 
through 
nouns and 
pronouns 
 

Use of 
command 
sentences 
 
Commas in 
lists 3 
 
Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions 
(e.g. so, 
because), 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
Heading and 
subheadings 
used to aid 
presentation 

Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions.  
 
Use present 
perfect form 
of verbs. 

Paragraphs 
 
Adverbs to 
shift time 
 
Prepositions 
to shift time 
 
Conjunctions 
to enable 
causation 
 
Present 
perfect used 
within 
dialogue 
 
Inverted 
commas for 
speech 
 
Noun phrases 
 
Verbs/adverb
s chosen for 
effect 
 
Cohesion 
created 
through 
nouns and 
pronouns 
 

Consistent 
use of 
present tense 
 
Use present 
perfect form 
of verbs 
 
Headings and 
subheadings 
used to aid 
presentation 

Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
 
Inverted 
commas can 
be used to 
punctuate 
direct speech 

Present tense 
 
Questions 
and question 
marks 
 
Conjunctions 
 
Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
 
Headings and 
subheadings 
to aid 
presentation 
 
 

Express time, 
place and 
cause using 
conjunctions 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
 
Inverted 
commas can 
be used to 
punctuate 
direct speech 
 

Grammatical 
Features  

Use of paragraphs to 
organise ideas  
 

The full range 
of speech 
punctuation 
can be used 

Create 
cohesion 
through the 
use of nouns 

The full range 
of speech 
punctuation 
can be used 

Create 

cohesion 

through the 

Create 
cohesion 
through 
the use of 

The full range 
of speech 
punctuation 
can be used 

Effective use 
of noun 
phrases 
 

Use of 
paragraphs to 
organise 
ideas  

Use fronted 
adverbials 
 

Use of 
paragraphs to 
organise 
ideas  



Effective use of expanded 
noun phrases 
 
Fronted adverbials (e.g. 
later that day) 

to indicate 
dialogue this 
allows 
characters to 
interact and 
the story to 
be developed. 
 
Descriptions 
can be 
developed 
through the 
effective use 
of expanded 
noun phrases 
e.g. the big 
blue bird 
(expanded 
with 
adjectives); 
oak tree (tree 
modified with 
a noun); the 
teacher with 
the curly hair 
(noun 
modified with 
preposition). 
 
Fronted 
adverbials 
can be used 
e.g. During 
the night…, in 
a distant 
field…. These 
should be 
punctuated 
using a 
comma. 

and 
pronouns. 
 
Use of 
paragraphs to 
organise 
ideas. 

to indicate 
dialogue this 
allows 
characters to 
interact and 
the story to 
be developed. 
 
The use of 
adverbials 
to create 
cohesion 
across 
and 
within 
paragraph
s 
 
Paragraph
s used to 
organise 
ideas into 
logical 
sections 
 
Cohesion 
created 
and 
repetition 
avoided 
through 
the use of 
varied 
nouns 
and 
pronoun.  
 
Apostrop
hes can 
be used 

use of nouns 

and pronouns 
 

Use fronted 

adverbials: 

conditional 

adverbials 

can be used, 

including as 

fronted 

adverbials to 

make 

suggested 

alternatives 

e.g. If you 

would like to 

make a bigger 

decoration, 

you could 

either double 

the 

dimensions of 

the base or 

just draw 

bigger 

flowers. 

nouns 
and 
pronouns 

 
Use 
adverbials 
e.g. 
therefore, 
however
… 
 
Use 
paragraph
s to 
organise 
ideas 
 
Effective 
use of 
expanded 
noun 
phrases 

to indicate 
dialogue this 
allows 
characters to 
interact and 
the story to 
be developed. 
 
Fronted 
adverbials 
used 
 
Adverbials 
used to 
create 
cohesion 
within and 
across 
paragraphs 
 
Descriptions 
developed 
through 
expanded 
noun phrases, 
modified with 
a noun, 
preposition or 
another 
adjective 

Use of 
paragraphs to 
organise 
ideas 
 
Use 
adverbials 
e.g. 
therefore, 
however... 

 
Effective use 
of expanded 
noun phrases 
 
Fronted 
adverbials 
(e.g. later that 
day) 

Use of 
paragraphs to 
organise 
ideas 
 
Create 
cohesion 
through the 
use of nouns 
and pronouns 

 
Effective use 
of expanded 
noun phrases 
 
Fronted 
adverbials 
(e.g. later that 
day) 
 



 
Verbs and 
adverbs 
should be 
chosen for 
effect e.g. 
shouted/mutt
ered instead 
of said; 
angrily/quietl
y etc. to show 
rather than 
tell how 
characters 
feel and 
behave. 
 

to 
indicate 
plural 
possessio
n e.g. The 
girls’ 
names, 
the 
children’s 
mother, 
the aliens’ 
spaceship
. 
 
 



Spelling 
(Spelling Shed) 
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