
 

 Phonics  
Phases 2 – 4 & 5 

 

 
Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters or groups of 
letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.  Teaching children to 
blend the sounds of letters together helps them decode unfamiliar or unknown words by 
sounding them out. For example, when a child is taught the sounds for the 
letters t, p, a and s, they can start to build up the words: “tap”, “taps”, “pat”, “pats” and “sat”.  

As the child becomes more confident with the sounds, they then learn alternative spellings 
for the same phoneme, for example the phoneme ow can be spelt ow as in cow, ough as in 
plough or ou as in cloud. 
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Phase 5 + 
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