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Intent:

At Copnor Primary School, we aim to provide an education which inspires our pupils’ curiosity
and fascination about the wider world through creative and exciting themes. We aspire to
equip our children with the knowledge of diverse places, people and environments in order to
become life-long and independent learners. The children will investigate a range of places,
both in Britain and abroad to help develop knowledge and an understanding of the Earth’s
physical and human processes. We provide opportunities to solve problems, investigate and
enquire about our local area, this will support children to develop an understanding of who
they are, their heritage and what makes our local area unique and special. We aim to give our
learners strong geographical knowledge, good enquiry skills, the ability to use a range of
maps, the skills to collect and analyse data and the ability to communicate information in a
variety of ways. We want the children to have a love of geographical learning, gaining
knowledge and skills through high quality teaching both inside and outside the
classroom, utilising our fantastic school grounds. As the future generation responsible for our
planet, we want our children to have a sense of respect for the world.

Implementation:

At Copnor Primary School, we implement a progressive geography curriculum that builds on
prior knowledge and skills year on year. The geography curriculum will be taught in response
to driving questions which are aimed to be challenging, inspiring, creative, nurturing and
encourage active learning. The learners will revisit geographical skills and knowledge in order
to embed and deepen understanding. The lessons are carefully planned to ensure that all
children are well supported in their learning and that opportunities for depth are planned
for. We ensure that trips and visiting experts enhance the learning experiences for the
children, enabling an immersive, creative and exciting curriculum. Our pupil’s geographical
learning focusses on a variety of places; from Portsmouth; to the UK; to Europe; North, South
and Central America; and Africa. Their understanding of how their local area fits into the wider
world is therefore gradually accrued.

EYFS — Into the Woods (seasonal changes and daily weather);

Year 1 — Portsmouth Adventure (maps, recognise landmarks, geography of the school);
Year 2 — Globe Trotters (name and locate characteristics of the four countries and capitals of
the UK);

Year 3 — Earth Shattering Disasters (earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis);

Year 4 — Anglo Saxons (types of settlements and land use);




Year 5 — Intrepid Explorers (Ernest Shackleton and the Arctic and Antarctic Circle); Ancient
Greeks (types of settlements and key topography); Coast to Coast (fieldwork, geographical
similarities and differences);

Year 6 — Brazil (climate zones, biomes, South America study).

Elements of geography, particularly map work, are included throughout the history themes at
Copnor. For example, in Year 4 using maps to locate where the Anglo Saxons came from and
where they settled. Additionally, in Year 6, the children look at the Human and physical
features of Brazil before linking this to the History of the Mayans, building on their prior
knowledge to make concrete links to new knowledge.

Impact:

When pupils leave the school, their learning in geography will have equipped them with
knowledge and skills to understand diverse places, people, resources and natural and human
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human
processes. As they progress, their growing knowledge about the world will have helped them
to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and
of the formation and use of landscapes and environments as well as our role and responsibility
in caring for our planet. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills that our pupils learn
over the seven years at the school provides the framework and approaches that help to explain
how the Earth’s features are shaped, interconnected and change over time. The children leave
the school with an appreciation of the world around us and a love for the subject!

“Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It is dynamic
and relevant. For me, geography is a great adventure with a purpose.” Michael Palin.



