
Recommended books – aged 5-8 years 

Class Two at the Zoo by Julia Jarman 

As a class of wide-eyed day-trippers make their 
way round the zoo, they fail to notice the slimy 
snake slithering ominously in the background. 
Suddenly he pounces, and devours one 
unsuspecting child after another.  With 
animated illustrations, especially the snake's 
bulging belly as his 'dinner' wriggles inside him, 
there's a rising sense of suspense before the 
snake relinquishes his captives and slinks off to 
slighter another day... 

 

 

About the Author and Illustrator: 

Julia Jarman is the author of over a hundred books for children 
including the Big Red Tub and Flying Friends. She lives with 
her husband and Perdita the cat in an English village. Find out 
more at www.juliajarman.com . Lynne Chapman has illustrated 
over 25 children's books in the last ten years. She works from 
her home, a Victorian house on the edge of the Peak District 
National Park in England where she lives with her husband. In 

her spare time, Lynne writes and performs poetry with her group The Electric 
Tomatoes. Find out more at www.lynnechapman.co.uk  

 

› Visit Amazon's Julia Jarman Page 
 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Julia-Jarman/e/B001HOEVC6/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_pop_1


The Lost Happy Endings by Carol Ann Duffy  

What would happen if we lost the happy endings 
to stories - imagine the tears at bedtime! A 
fantastic and magical tale about what happens 
when, one night, a wicked witch steals the happy 
endings to bedtime stories. It is up to Jub, the 
keeper of the happy endings, to save the day 
and ensure sweet dreams everywhere in this 
lyrical story about storytelling. In the tradition of 
classic fairy tales for children, Carol Ann Duffy 
and Jane Ray have created a truly compelling, 
surprising and beautiful story for children of all ages. 

 

 

About the Author and Illustrator: 
Carol Ann Duffy lives in Manchester and is a 
renowned poet and winner of the Whitbread Award 
and T.S. Eliot Award. She has published several 
collections of poetry for children and this is her first 
full-length colour picture book. Jane Ray lives in 
London (N10) and is equally respected as an 

illustrator. Her books are received with great acclaim and she has been 
shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal as well as won the Smarties Award 
and Mother Goose Award. This is Jane's second book for Bloomsbury.  

 

› Visit Amazon's Carol Ann Duffy Page 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Carol-Ann-Duffy/e/B001H6WSF6/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_pop_1


The Incredible Book Eating Boy by Oliver Jeffers  

The mouth-watering new book from acclaimed author 
illustrator, Oliver Jeffers. Henry loves books… but not 
like you and I. He loves to EAT books! This exciting 
new story follows the trials and tribulations of a boy 
with a voracious appetite for books. Henry discovers 
his unusual taste by mistake one day, and is soon 
swept up in his new-found passion – gorging on every 
delicious book in sight! And better still, he realises 
that the more books he eats, the smarter he gets. 
Henry dreams of becoming the Incredible Book Eating 
Boy; the smartest boy in the world! But a book-eating diet isn’t the healthiest 
of habits, as Henry soon finds out… 

 

 

About the Author: 

Oliver Jeffers is a fresh new talent in picture books. He 
graduated from The University of Ulster in 2001 with 
First Class honours and has since exhibited his paintings 
around the world. His outstanding talent has already been 
recognised by several high-profile awards, including the 
Nestlé Children's Book Prize Gold Award, the Blue Peter 
Book of the Year Award and the Irish Children's Book of 
the Year. 

 

› Visit Amazon's Oliver Jeffers Page 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Oliver-Jeffers/e/B001ILOBQE/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_pop_1


Also you could try: 

Title: Author: 

Mungo and the Spiders from Space Timothy Knapman  

Freckleface Strawberry Julianne Moore 

Sir Gadabout Out of Time Martyn Beardsley 

Happy Birthday x 3 Libby Gleeson 

Baby Brains and Robomum Simon James  

Leonardo the Terrible Monster Mo Willems  

Around the World in 80 Tales Saviour Pirotta 

Little Grey and the Great Mystery Rachel Rivett 

King Ocean’s Flute  Lucy Coats 

Not Like Me Marguerite Hann-Syme  

Non – Fiction:  

See How it’s Made  Penny Smith and Lorrie Mack  

 

 


